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1. Background 
 
1. The term "Getting Around" is used to describe how people move about as part of their 
daily life whether by car, walking, cycling, bus, or any other form of transport.  
 
2. Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan has demonstrated that the impact of 
development on movement around the Calne and Calne Without remains a key concern. 
There is general concern within the local community that recent housing development has 
not been accompanied by the necessary improvements to associated cycle, walking and 
road infrastructure. Improvement to transport infrastructure is needed now, in order to 
encourage more people to use sustainable, low carbon and healthy modes of transport to 
get around the Neighbourhood Area. This is of increasing urgency as any further 
development comes forward. The emerging Wiltshire Local Plan consultation document 
‘Planning for Chippenham’1 includes ‘preferred development sites’ to the south and east of 
Chippenham town for approximately 5,586 homes. This would significantly affect transport 
and movement in the Calne Community Neighbourhood Area. Required improvements to 
transport infrastructure across our Neighbourhood Area include things such as linking all 
parts of the town together with an integrated, traffic free and well signed network of 
footpaths and cycle paths. Redressing the imbalance between housing and employment by 
improving employment opportunities in Calne is essential.  
 
3. The Calne Area Transport Strategy (Atkins, 2021) forms a key part of the evidence base 
for this chapter of the Neighbourhood Plan. It sets out a range of information on how 
people get around in the Neighbourhood Area, as well as identifies issues and 
opportunities for improvement across Calne and Calne Without. The Transport Strategy is 
detailed and covers a range of issues; some of these can be covered directly by planning 
policy (and so inform the policies in this section), some are less influenced by planning 
policy as they are covered by separate legislation, majority by highways legislation.  
 
4. The A4 is the main route running east/west through Calne Town centre connecting Bath 
and Chippenham in the west and Marlborough, Newbury, and London in the East. The A3102 
forms the main north/south route linking Royal Wootton Bassett and Swindon in the north to 
Melksham in the south. A partial bypass to the town centre was opened in 1999 giving some 
relief from through traffic on the north section of the A3102 which passed through 
residential areas and the heart of the town centre. A third main route, the A342, runs 
through the southern part of Calne Without, connecting Devizes, in the east, to the A4 at 
Pewsham and the A3102.  The main traffic flows are to and from the north, west and south.  
 
5. The Calne Neighbourhood Area has a higher than the Wiltshire-average level of car 
ownership and car dependency.  The 2021 Census  data shows that excluding those people 
who work from home only 16% of workers in Calne work in the local area (less than 5km 
from home) compared with 23% in Chippenham, 28% in Devizes. 25% of workers in Calne 
travel between 5km and 20km to work, compared with 17% in Chippenham and Devizes.  
Excluding people who work from home, 23% of Calne workers travel sustainably compared to 
28% in Chippenham and 30% in Devizes (in this context “sustainably” means using public 
transport, cycling, walking or being a passenger in a car or van).  
 
 
                                                
1 https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/media/5632/Planning-For-
Chippenham/pdf/WLP_Principal_Settlement_Planning_for_Chippenham_FINAL__11-01-2021_.pdf?m=637459650065370000  
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Source – Census 2021 data. 
 
6. Calne is quoted as having ‘one of (Wilshire’s) lowest levels of self-containment due in 
part to proximity to the M4, Swindon and Chippenham’ (Wiltshire Council 20212). There is 
an imbalance between local housing and jobs, meaning that many people from both Calne 
and Calne Without commute long distances to work. In practice for these people, it is very 
difficult to use anything other than a car for travel to work. This is unlikely to change if 
housing growth continues to outstrip the growth in local employment. The Calne area also 
draws people into the area as it is a nice place to live with lower cost housing than many 
nearby towns (average price in Calne area £323k, Chippenham area £355k, Devizes £343k, 
Marlborough £526k and Melksham £3053  
( source https://www.primelocation.com/heatmaps/ March 2023). 

 
7. Traffic congestion and road safety is a key concern for local residents. During peak 
times there are high levels of traffic congestion on all main routes in Calne. (Evidence as 
before – from initial survey) 
 
8. The villages around Calne 
suffer from significant “rat 
running” at peak times, and when 
there are roadworks in Calne. 
This can make these lanes very 
hazardous. Evidence – speed 
Stockley & potentially Derry Hill. 
Sandy Lane. 
 
9. Apart from the main east / 
west A4 going through the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, all of 
the other routes are narrow 
country lanes or minor A roads. As 
the population level in the area 
rises the pressure on these roads 
                                                
2 https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/media/5631/Planning-for-
Calne/pdf/WLP_Market_Town_Planning_for_Calne_FINAL.pdf?m=637459644494200000  
3 Source: primelocation.com (March 2023) primelocation.com March 2023  
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has grown significantly, leading to an increase in congestion, inappropriate uses of narrow 
lanes by HGVs avoiding other bottlenecks, and an increase in the number of accidents.  
 
10. The issue of heavy goods vehicles going through Calne town centre has been mitigated 
to a large extent by Hills Waste Services, the largest destination for HGVs in the town, 
implementing an internal link road. There are now two access points to their site, one to 
the east in Lower Compton and one in the west on Spitfire Road. Unfortunately, another 
problem has been introduced as developments have been implemented, and are planned, 
off Oxford Road, Sandpit Road, and Spitfire Road meaning that there will be an undesirable 
mixture of HGV’s, local cars, pedestrians, cyclists, and children going to school. When 
planning these new developments, the developers made no appropriate provisions for 
traffic free access into this area. The rerouting of Hills HGVs has also significantly 
increased the number of HGVs on narrow sections of the A342 through Sandy Lane and Old 
Derry Hill, where parts of the road are not wide enough for two large vehicles to pass 
safely.   
 
11. Calne is one of the Air Quality Management Areas in Wiltshire and the AQMA was 
declared for exceeding the annual mean objective for nitrogen dioxide in Feb 2013. The 
AQMA was declared in February 2013. Since then, the nitrogen dioxide concentrations 
have dropped significantly and the fixed AQMA monitoring points have been removed. This 
reduction may have been due to improvements in the control of emissions from vehicles, 
a reduction in HGV traffic due to the implementation of a link road within Hills Waste 
site, and possibly a temporary reduction in traffic due to Covid 19 restrictions. Wiltshire 
Council has recently produced an Air Quality Action Plan for Wiltshire (draft 4.3 published 
in Jan 23). This document says that there were no meaningful changes between 2015 and 
2019 and they suggest further measures are introduced to  reduce nitrogen dioxide levels 
down to safe levels within the AQMA.   They also note that new housing development is a 
key driver for increasing nitrogen dioxide levels within the town. The report estimates 
that nearly 60% of nitrogen dioxide pollution in the Calne AQMA comes from diesel cars, 
nearly 20% from light vans, and nearly 10% from HGV’s.
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2. Sustainable Transport Network 
The Calne Community Neighbourhood Area’s sustainable transport network is 
illustrated on Calne and Calne Without Sustainable Transport Network Diagram 
(Map 1 below). Map 1 is also included in the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Please note, the Diagram and notes overleaf identify ‘potential’ links and   
opportunities; they are not detailed proposals. Relevant landowners have not been 
specifically consulted on these potential links / opportunities.  
 
 

 
Potential cycle link / improvement (locally identified) shown on the map 
 

A. Lickhill Road cut through: This link is marked as pedestrians only. It needs 
lines added to make safer access onto by-pass to avoid potential collisions 

B. Cut through is passable but potholed, muddy and rough.Currently pedestrian 
only. 

C. Stokes Cross cut through - potential to make this officially dual use 
D. Abberd Brook paths - need to be made safe as dual use. Phase one of this is 

completed.  
E. Derry Hill CALW65 cycle way  
F. Proposed cycleway from Cherhill View to Kingsbury Green Academy - there is 

currently a Right of Way from Cherhill View to Bentley Lane but it is 
impassable for much of the year. When the estate was built money was made 
available to up - grade to a dual use path - especially for students going to 
Kingsbury Green Academy - to avoid going to A4. It was not enough money 
and the project has never moved forward. 

G. Castle Walk: Potential link and way to avoid the A4. 
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H. Extend shared route to join A3102 and A4. 
I. Between Oxford Rd and Bryans Close Rd: Good cut through. Potential for it 

to be signed as a shared route.  
J. Rural route NCN 403 from Low Lane out to Avebury and Lower Compton - 

very muddy and potholed and only rideable on a mountain bike. It is not 
practicable to stay clean whilst riding and requires a hard surface of some 
kind (similar to the section around the tip). 

K. Link path between Priestly Grove and Westerham Walk is currently too 
narrow for safe cycling but is an excellent link path between the estates. 

L. Connecting the Rise to the A4: potential to upgrade to dual use. 
M. 403 cycle route to Chippenham: very well used in the summer but in wet 

weather becomes almost impassable other than on a mountain bike and it is 
impossible to stay clean. An all weather route here would allow cycle access 
to Chippenham rail station by bike and access to country lanes without 
having to climb steep hills. This is probably the number one priority in 
terms of impact on cycling activity. 

  
Potential pedestrian link / improvement (locally identified) 
 

N. There is no safe crossing point along this section of road for pupils going to 
KG 

O. There is currently no safe crossing from new housing estates to East of 
Oxford Road and pavement to town centre is incomplete so residents have 
to use cars or risk crossing busy road.  

P. Lickhill Road: Main route for people and school students in particular 
walking into town. Inadequate pavements and crossing points. 

Q. Anchor Road: No pavements in places. 
 
Bus Routes 

The bus network across the Neighbourhood Area is shown on Map 2 overleaf. Please 
note that route 43 to Stockley and Heddington, 3 buses a day is not shown on the 
map.  
 



Topic Paper for the Getting Around Chapter 
Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan  

Ver. DRAFT V2 DEC 2023 
 

8 
 

 
Map 2: Calne Community Neighbourhood Area Bus Route
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3. Highway Impact 
 
There is a range of information on highway impact, including traffic counts, traffic 
delay and air quality information, in the Calne Area Transport Strategy 2021.  
 
As part of the review of the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan, the Getting 
Around Working Group collected some further local information on these topics. 
This report is a summary of that work.  
 
Congestion 
 
Peak time traffic congestion already exists in the Neighbourhood Plan area, most 
noticeably in the area around Curzon Street and the Mile Elm / Silver Street / 
White Hart A4 area in Calne Town and at the Studley Cross Roads at rush hour. 
Standing traffic generates considerably more pollution than flowing traffic and this 
congestion needs to be minimised. It should be noted that the Mile Elm / Silver 
Street / White Hart A4 area is the only traffic access route from Calne to the 
secondary school. It also means that significant numbers of the town’s young 
people are exposed to the pollution – whether in vehicles (worse) or travelling 
actively. The images below show average journey times for some key routes in the 
Neighbourhood Area at peak times (source: google maps):  
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Typical journey times from east to west and north to south are shown in the table 
below. The 2am times are the shortest possible journey time with no traffic. The 
average journey time typically increases by 4 to 6 minutes at peak times – this is a 
40 to 60% increase in time. For a long journey 4 to 6 mins extra may not be 
significant but for a short journey, from one side of Calne to the other, a 60% 
increase in journey time is significant.   
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According to this data, slow traffic speeds at peak time in the morning are centred 
around the schools, which is to be expected, and in Calne at North Street / Lickhill 
Road, Oxford Road, Wood Street, Curzon Street, A4 / A3102 junction and the A4 
into Calne from The Talbot into the town centre. In the afternoon at 5.15, when 
the work and school busy periods are separated, the slow speeds are also around 
Oxford Road, Wood Street, Curzon Street and from the town centre up to the A4 up 
to the A3102 junction. The only slow speeds flagged in Calne Without are around 
Derry Hill School at school pick-up and drop off time. According to Google’s 
classification the only delay that went past the “minor” category into the two more 
severe ones was at the A3102 / A4 junction. Note: slow speeds are highlighted on 
the A342 / A3102 junction in the morning and afternoon but this is currently 
outside the plan area (although it will be within it after 2025). 
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There are heavy traffic flows on the A4 ranging from around 13,000 vehicles a day 
at Studley, on the Western side of Calne rising to around 19,000 vehicles a day 
towards the centre of Calne and falling to about 14,000 on London Road on the 
eastern approach to Calne. The A3102 north of Calne carries around 8,000 vehicles 
per day. The southern part of the A3102, from Silver St to Mile Elm has traffic flows 
of around 5000 vehicles per day. Oxford Road, which until bypassed in 1999 formed 
part of the A3102, now carries about 5000 vehicles per day, which is only 1500 
vehicles less than the flows before the Beversbrook By-pass opened in 1999.  
 

These delays may not appear to be that long and may not match personal 
experience but it should be noted that they represent the average delay of all 
vehicles using the various roads in the busiest 60 minutes. Some drivers will 
experience shorter delays and others longer delays, it is quite possible some of the 
worst delayed drivers might experience 3 times the average delay which could be 
close to 8 minutes. In the case of congestion tailing back from the narrow section 
of road leading to the Curzon St/New Road roundabout, many residents commented 
on very long queues stretching back to Wood St and Oxford Rd. Surveys show that 
whilst the average delays are just over 3 minutes, 5% of drivers suffer delays of 
more than 11 minutes to travel 800 meters which is an average speed of barely 2 
mph. 

 
For traffic to travel from one side to Calne to the other there is no option than to 
travel through the town centre, or “rat run” through the small villages. As the bulk 
of the traffic from the town travels north towards Swindon, west towards 
Chippenham or south towards Devizes and Melksham, a bypass in the only available 
land in the east would not help alleviate peak hour congestion in the town, it 
would probably make it worse as traffic would have to go back into Calne to travel 
south. 
 
Accidents and Road Safety 
 
The main traffic problem in the Calne area is perceived to be the 
significant increase in traffic generated by the new housing 
developments on the edges of the town. This leads to traffic radiating in 
all directions leading to an increase in peak hour congestion and in the 
number of accidents. See the table below: 
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 (Source Department for Transport data via Parish Online) 
 
In the Neighbourhood Plan, a map is included that shows the location and 
severity of accidents across the Neighbourhood Area between 2016 and 
2022.  
 
In 2021, there were a total of 36 recorded road traffic accidents in Calne 
Without (3 categorised as either serious or fatal) and 18 in Calne Town (2 
categorised as either serious or fatal) (data from Wiltshire Council).  
 
Between 2011 and 2020, Calne Without appears to have a disproportionate number 
of casualties due to the accident records of many of the high speed principal roads 
through the parish, particularly the A4 around Derry Hill and Studley, the A3102 
through Mile Elm and to a lesser extent the A342 Devizes Road between Derry Hill 
and Sandy Lane. These roads have developed from ancient roadways and are not 
consistently designed to modern standards, speeds are high and traffic volumes 
particularly on the A4 are very high (around 13,000 vehicles a day in Studley). Any 
collisions that occur are more likely to have more serious consequences than on 
urban, lower speed roads.  These roads are also used by cyclists, horse riders and 
walkers which increases the risk. 
 
On the short stretch of the A3102 from the town towards Sandy Lane, for example, 
there have been 34 accidents which resulted in personal injuries in the 10 years 
from 2011 to 2020, one of which was fatal and 7 resulted in serious injuries. In the 
same time period there were an additional 13 injury accidents at the junction of 
the A3102 with the A342, of which 2 were serious (source Department of Transport 
Road Safety Data via Parish Online). 

 
The streets within Calne show a high number of injury accidents. This underlines 
the need to separate pedestrians and cyclists from motor traffic and ensure that 
there are sufficient safe road crossings. New developments must be integrated into 
the cycle and footpath networks within the town and must provide sufficient 
parking places to keep the roads clear from parked vehicles and other obstructions. 
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A large part of Calne covering most of the town centre has been designated an Air 
Quality Management Area due to pollution levels well in excess of Government 
limits for Nitrogen Dioxide and Particulates (small particles in the air). Both these 
pollutants emanate from road traffic and can be very damaging to human health. It 
has been estimated that this level of pollution contributes to the premature death 
of 9 people in Calne every year. 
 
Of the three sites monitored for Nitrogen Dioxide in Calne (34 New Road, 30 
London Road, and 57 Curzon Street) in 2020 London Road and Curzon Street were 
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significantly below the threshold (both at approx. 20 µg/m3  versus an annual mean 
threshold of 40 µg/m3  . 34 New Road was slightly over threshold at just over 40 
µg/m3 .  

 
The levels of pollution are affected by the volume and make up of traffic, the 
speed of traffic, weather conditions and topography.  
 
The A4 at Calne is designated as a Strategic Lorry Route by Wiltshire Council, 
linking the A346 west of Marlborough to the A350. The A342 to the south of Calne 
is also designated as a Local Lorry Route. Concerns have been raised about the 
difficulty and safety of the right turn from the A342 Old Derry Hill onto the A4 New 
Road for HGVs adhering to the designated Local Lorry Route. There is likely to be 
an increase in HGV movements using this route as the Hills Waste site is 
developed. Heavy goods vehicles are the main contributor of air pollution, which, 
combined with the congestion caused by large volumes of cars creates the above 
described high pollution levels. The proportion of HGVs travelling on the A4 
through Calne has reduced significantly with the introduction of the internal Hills 
link road but a large proportion of this traffic has been rerouted to residential 
areas along Sandpit Road and Spitfire Road potentially moving the problem to this 
area. 

 
New housing developments planned for this area will add a significant number of 
new vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists to an area that is already a primary HGV 
route.  

 
There is a need to reduce the number of HGV movements which has led to both Calne 
Town Council and Calne Without Parish Council previously objecting to planning 
proposals which will generate significant levels of HGV traffic passing through the 
area. It should also be noted that the North south lorry route takes traffic through the 
AQMA exacerbating air pollution issues. 
 


